This article discusses the recent situation in Japan in which local communities have been influenced
in many ways by the continuing influx of foreign residents. The incoming foreigners, thanks to the development
of information technology, began to help themselves by publishing the so-called ethnic media in their own mother
tongue, whereas the host communities have provided them with bulletins in many different languages. And the various
studies, including this author’s, suggest that this form of information is useful for giving integration to the

new citizens themselves and social stability to the host community as well. In that respect, we should not
underestimate what those ethnic media have to say.
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