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AMI030 ~ Amanda’s lecture

Lecture on the Tropical Rainforest’s History. In the 1800s, the tropical rainforest occupied a large
area that ran all the way to the sea. It was like a jungle, or impenetrable scrub, that humans found
difficult to move around. European immigrants arrived in the 1860s and soon began pioneering The
government gave land to these settlers on the condition that they help pioneer the land. Settlers
utilized ahorigines who used axes to cut down large trees with much value, such as cedar and kauri
In the 1890s, the government and country changed their policy in order to accelerate land
development and agriculture; in particular the Atherton Tableland, with its abundant metal
resources, experienced a sharp population increase in the blink of an eye.

In 1931, a committee formed a policy regarding areas slated for development and areas whose
nature should be preserved.

At present, most of the remaining rainforest grows on slanted terrain that is not suitable for
farming In addition, although selective logging still takes place, due to its high biodiversity the
rainforest is still fairly intact. Timber production reached its peak during the Second World War. In
1948, a committee decided what quantity of trees should be allocated for cutting In 1950s, the
number of settlers migrating to the area decreased, and the government, placing a greater emphasis
on agricultural efficiency, increased the amount of farmland. But at the same time forest
management underwent a change, and a policy emphasizing the need to preserve untouched forests
came into being The government also came to regard the tropical rainforest not only for its
economic value but also for its potential as a recreation facility. In 1960s, the interest of common
citizens rose, and political lobbying by environmentalists began to take off. At this point, the federal
government and its emphasis on conservation came into conflict with the state government,
regarding the balance of development and conservation. In 1988, UNESCO recognized the Australian
tropical rainforest as a World Heritage Site; as a result, rainforest under public ownership could no
longer be logged. This said, at present the total area of tropical rainforest occupies only a 0.01% of
Australia 's total land area. We learned deforestation happens easily, though tropical rainforest’s
growing takes much more time. And we learned that promoting upkeep is a complex problem
because there are various value systems in politics, industry and so on.
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