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Focusing on people can help many countries feeling caught in a human development
pinch between sky-high expectations for Al and sobering development realities,
including ongoing violent conflicts and stresses on human security. Wounds from
the 2020-2021 declines in global HDI*! value have not healed, and the rebound since
may be losing steam. Just a few years ago we were on course to live in a very high

HDI world by 2030. That world was delayed by a few years based on the 2021-2024

trend. Now it is projected to (top left panel of figure 0.2).

While the global HDI value is projected to reach a record high in 2024, the
|I| would be the lowest since records began 35 years ago (top right panel
of figure 0.2). Gaps between very high and low HDI countries, which for decades

had been shrinking, have been widening (bottom panel of figure 0.2).

The dramatic slowdown in HDI progress cuts across all developing regions (figure

0.3).

Development pathways that have created jobs at scale and reduced poverty, thanks
to expanded manufacturing and exports to international markets, are narrowing. A

squeeze results from inadequate external financing, fewer opportunities
in manufacturing due in part to automation and trade tensions limiting export

options.

Now enter Al a development wildcard. If Al is seen simply as a supercharged
extension of earlier digital technologies deployed to automate work, labour is
condemned to cede the remaining ground to machines, further eroding

development options. Is this what is in the cards?

It is a matter of choices. Development depends less on what Al can do—not on

— 12 —
(B-H0804T)



how human it appears—and more on mobilizing people’s imaginations to reshape

economies and societies to make the most of it.

*% 1 : Human Development Index

Global Human Development Index (HDI) value

Change in HDI value, 1990-2024
(excluding 2020-2022)

0.825 7 Threshold for very high
0.805 4 HDI group: 0. 800 » 0.008
0.785 1 Pre-2020 trend ,»*” - 0.007
2021-2024 trend —52Z_,+*
0.765 1 P 0.006 1
| Pid 2023-2024 Mean change
0.745 trend 0.005 1 (excluding 2020-2022)
0.725 1 0.004 Loel
~4.5X lower
0.705 -
0.003 than the 1990-2024
0.685 mean change
0.002 - (excluding 2020-2022)
0.665 1
- [ ]
0,645 0.001
2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024 2030 00
(projected) 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024
(extrapolated trend) (projected)
Difference in HDI value between
very high and low HDI countries
0.410
0.460 -
0.400
0.440 7 0.39)
2016 2020 2024
(projected)
0.420 -
0.400 - \\f/
380
19921995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024

Figure 0.2 Global progress in human development is losing steam, with the weakest

and most vulnerable being left farther behind
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Regional Human
Development Index value

0.750
Pre-2020 trend ,~
0.700
0. 650
0.600 r — . — .
1999 2007 2015 2023

Latin America and the Caribbean

0.79 - [
~

0.770 N

0.750

0.730

0.710

0600
1999 2007 2015 2023

East Asia and the Pacific

0.850

0.800 <

0.750

0.700
0.650

0.600 F————
1999 2007

2015 2023

South Asia

0.700

0.650

0.600

0.550

0.500 — T

1999 2007 2015 2023

Europe and Central Asia

0.900
0.850 >
0.800
0.750
0.700
0.650

0.600 —————
1999 2007

2015 2023

Sub-Saharan Africa

0. 600

0.550

0.500

0.450

0.400 —————

1999 2007 2015 2023

Figure 0.3 The post-2020 slowdown in human development progress affects every

region of the world

Source (Figure 0.2, 0.3): Human Development Report Office calculations based on data
from Barro and Lee (2018), IMF (2024), UNDESA (2024), UNESCO Institute for
Statistics (2024), United Nations Statistics Division (2025) and World Bank (2024).

Reference: The 2025 Human Development Report (United Nations Development

Programme)
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delayed decades
being delay decades
be delayed by decades
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® o
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increase
decrease

decline

® ©

excluding

81 3 Choose the best option for .

since the beginning of the 21st century
over the past four years

throughout the previous century

® O

ever since 2016
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@ trio

@ secondary
@ triple
@ dual
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fB15 Choose one of the following that is NOT consistent with the text and data.

The significant deceleration in HDI growth affects every developing region.
Advancing human development relies on harnessing creativity to transform
economies and societies for optimal outcomes.

AT has emerged as an unpredictable factor in development.

Human development gaps are narrowing, and global progress appears to be

® ©@ OXS)

gaining momentum.
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0.4116

0.4133

0. 4150

0. 4166

0. 4183

0. 4200

0. 4216

0. 4232

0. 4249

0. 4265

0. 4281

0. 4298

0. 4314

0. 4330

0. 4346

0. 4362

0. 4378

0. 4393

0. 4409

0. 4425

0. 4440

0. 4456

0.4472

0. 4487

0. 4502

0. 4518

0. 4533

0. 4548

0. 4564

0. 4579

0. 4594

0. 4609

0. 4624

0. 4639

0. 4654

0. 4669

0. 4683

0. 4698

0.4713

0. 4728

0.4742

0. 4757

S| O |00 || |01 | &~ Ww

0.4771

0. 4786

0. 4800

0. 4814
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w
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0. 5065

0.5079
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0.5105

0.5119

0.5132

0.5145
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0.5172

0.5185

0.5198

0.5211

0. 5224

0. 5237

0. 5250

0.5263

0. 5276

0. 5289

0.5302

0. 5315

0.5328

0. 5340

0.5353

0. 5366

0.5378

0.5391

0. 5403

0.5416

0. 5428

0. 5441

0. 5453

0. 5465

0. 5478

0. 5490

0. 5502

0. 5514

0. 5527

0. 5539

0. 5551

0. 5563

0. 5575

0. 5587

0. 5599

0.5611

0. 5623

0. 5635

0. 5647

0. 5658

0. 5670

0. 5682

0. 5694

0.5705

0.5717

0.5729

0.5740

0.5752
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0.5775
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0. 5832
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0. 5922
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SEZEH

WHEE 02 (4.00 ~6.99)
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0. 6021

0. 6031

0. 6042

0. 6053

0. 6064

0.6075

0. 6085

0. 6096

0.6107

0.6117
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0.6138

0.6149

0.6160

0.6170

0.6180
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0. 6201

0.6212

0. 6222
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0. 6232

0.6243

0. 6253

0. 6263

0. 6274

0. 6284

0. 6294

0. 6304

0.6314

0.6325
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0. 6335

0.6345

0. 6355
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0. 6385
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0. 6405
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0. 6425
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0. 6444
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0.6474
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0. 6503
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0. 6522
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0.6767
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0.7143
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0. 7160

0.7168
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0.7193

0. 7202

0.7210

0.7218
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0.7235
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0. 7243

0.7251

0. 7259

0. 7267
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0. 7284

0.7292
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0. 7308

0.7316
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0.7324

0.7332

0.7340
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0. 7338
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0. 7427

0. 7435
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0. 7459
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0. 7597
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0.7627
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0.7679
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0. 7752
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0.7774
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0.7789

0. 7796

0. 7803

0.7810

0.7818

0. 7825

0.7832

0. 7839

0. 7846

6.1

0.7853

0. 7860

0. 7868

0. 7875

0.7882

0. 7889

0. 7896

0. 7903

0. 7910

0.7917

6.2

0. 7924

0.7931

0.7938

0. 7945

0.7952

0. 7959

0. 7966

0.7973

0. 7980

0. 7987

6.3

0.7993
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0. 8014

0. 8021

0. 8028

0. 8035
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0. 8048

0. 8055

6.4
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0. 8069

0. 8075

0. 8082

0. 8089

0. 8096
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0. 8116

0.8122

6.5

0. 8129

0. 8136

0. 8142

0. 8149

0. 8156

0. 8162

0. 8169

0. 8176

0. 8182

0. 8189

6.6

0. 8195

0. 8202

0. 8209

0. 8215

0. 8222

0. 8228

0. 8235

0. 8241

0. 8248

0. 8254

6.7

0. 8261

0. 8267

0. 8274

0. 8280

0. 8287

0. 8293

0. 8299

0. 8306

0.8312

0.8319

6.8

0. 8325

0. 8331

0. 8338

0.8344

0. 8351

0. 8357

0. 8363

0. 8370

0. 8376

0. 8382

6.9

0. 8383

0. 8395

0. 8401

0. 8407

0.8414

0. 8420

0. 8426

0. 8432

0. 8439

0. 8445
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HHOKE 203 (7.00 ~9.99)
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0. 8451
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0. 8463
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0. 8488
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0. 8645

0. 8651

0. 8657

0. 8663
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0. 8698
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0. 8302
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0. 8808

0. 38314

0. 8820

0. 8825

0. 8331

0. 8837

0. 83842

0. 8348

0. 8354

0. 8859

7.7

0. 8865

0. 8871

0. 8876

0. 8832

0. 8887

0. 8893

0. 8399

0. 8904

0.8910

0.8915

7.8

0. 8921

0. 8927

0. 8932

0. 8938

0. 8943

0. 8949

0. 8954

0. 8960

0. 8965

0.8971

7.9

0. 8976

0. 8982

0. 8987

0. 8993

0. 8998

0. 9004

0. 9009

0.9015

0. 9020

0. 9025

8.0

0. 9031

0. 9036

0.9042

0. 9047

0. 9053

0. 9058

0. 9063

0. 9069

0.9074

0. 9079

8.1

0. 9085

0. 9090

0. 9096

0.9101

0.9106

0.9112

0.9117

0.9122

0.9128

0.9133

8.2

0.9138

0.9143

0.9149

0.9154

0. 9159

0. 9165

0.9170

0.9175

0. 9180

0.9186

8.3

0.9191

0. 9196

0.9201

0. 9206

0.9212

0.9217

0.9222

0.9227

0.9232

0. 9238

8.4

0.9243

0.9248

0. 9253

0. 9258

0. 9263

0. 9269

0.9274

0. 9279

0. 9284

0. 9289

8.5

0. 9294

0. 9299

0. 9304

0. 9309

0.9315

0. 9320

0. 9325

0. 9330

0. 9335

0. 9340

8.6

0. 9345

0. 9350

0. 9355
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0. 9370

0. 9375
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0. 9385
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0. 9405
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0. 9440
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0. 9450

0. 9455
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0. 9469

0.9474

0. 9479

0. 9484

0. 9489
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0. 9494

0. 9499

0. 9504

0. 9509
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0.9518

0. 9523

0. 9528

0.9533

0.9538
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0. 9542

0. 9547

0. 9552

0. 9557

0. 9562

0. 9566

0.9571

0. 9576

0.9581

0. 9586

9.1

0. 9590

0. 9595

0. 9600

0. 9605

0. 9609

0.9614

0.9619

0. 9624

0. 9628

0.9633

9.2

0. 9638

0. 9643

0. 9647

0.9652

0. 9657

0. 9661

0. 9666

0.9671

0. 9675

0. 9680

9.3

0. 9685

0. 9689

0. 9694

0. 9699

0.9703

0.9708

0.9713

0.9717

0.9722

0.9727

9.4
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0.9736

0.9741

0. 9745

0. 9750

0.9754

0.9759
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0.9768

0.9773
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0. 9809
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0.9818
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0. 9827

0. 9832

0. 9836

0. 9841

0. 9845

0. 9850

0. 9854

0. 9859

0.9863

9.7

0. 9868
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0. 9877

0. 9881

0. 9886

0. 9890

0. 9894

0. 9899

0. 9903

0. 9908
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0.9917

0.9921

0. 9926

0. 9930

0.9934

0.9939

0.9943

0. 9948

0. 9952

9.9
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0. 9987
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